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The Cloud Mirror Goes to Sundance Film Festival --

Helping to Bring Cinema into the Physical Realm


SUNDANCE, Park City, Utah – Jan. 19, 2010 –  You gaze into the Cloud Mirror, and it gazes deep into you.  It will violate your privacy, especially if you carelessly litter the Internet with sensitive personal details.

The Cloud Mirror is an art piece which temporarily merges visitors' online identities with their physical selves. It uses augmented reality, computer vision, and Internet web services to identify visitors by name; mine the Internet for photographs and facts (dirt) about them; and superimpose that data in an on-screen comic book thought bubble that follows the visitor's motion.

Sundance Film Festival attendees can participate by selecting any badge, each of which has a unique pattern (a 2d barcode) printed on it. They then register with the Cloud Mirror at a computer kiosk, entering as much or as little identifying personal information as they wish.  Attendees also have the option of registering using Facebook, essentially giving the Cloud Mirror access to exactly the same mass of personal data as any ordinary Facebook app.  This, as it turns out, is quite a lot of data.  However they choose to register, their online identity is then paired with their unique badge.  Cloud Mirror then sets out to "datamine" various websites (Twitter, Facebook, Flickr, Google, IMDB, Federal Sex Offender Registry, etc.), searching for dirt, including:

· Facebook and Twitter status updates 

· Relationship status 

· Activities, Interests, Favorite Movies, Political Affiliation 

· Pictures of the visitor and loved ones 

· Movie affiliations (for Sundance) 

· How many times does their name appear in the Federal Sex Offender Registry? 

· How many Google results does a search of their name yield? 

· And more... 


When an attendee approaches a Cloud Mirror installation, their badge is the key to recalling their information from the database.  Using sophisticated augmented reality techniques, the Cloud Mirror identifies the visitor's badge and calls up any photographs it finds.  On screen, it superimposes a random photograph on the user's badge, appearing as though the photograph is printed directly on the badge.  It uses facial detection algorithms from robotics to locate the visitor's face and produce a thought bubble with a piece of "Internet dirt" that changes every 10 seconds.

Everyone who encounters the Cloud Mirror is surprised. Most are pleased. For the rest, they are shocked to come face-to-face with their own poor standards of privacy on the Internet.

The Cloud Mirror was first exhibited at the April 21, 2009 Mindshare event in Los Angeles.  It was selected to be part of Sundance 2010 "New Frontiers On Main."

[As additional hi-res media of the Cloud Mirror comes available from Sundance, it will be available at http://thecloudmirror.com/media]

About Eric Gradman (Monkeys & Robots)

Eric Gradman is an interactive artist in Los Angeles, CA. His work often features computer vision, large-scale projections, unusual sensors, and custom electronics to produce fun environments that compel people to interact.

He has over 15 years experience designing and building diverse cutting-edge technology including 3d-touch displays, virtual reality systems, satellite control systems, intelligent robots, concept cars, semantic web databases, and social networking platforms. Eric has a Masters in Computer Engineering from the University of Southern California, and is a frequent speaker on robotics and interactive systems. He is co-founder of Virsix (http://virsix.com), an immersive entertainment company in Los Angeles; Mindshare Labs [Synn Labs] (http://mindshare.la), a Los Angeles-based tech-art collective; and a founding member of Crashspace LA, Los Angeles' first hackerspace. 
Eric's work has been seen at various conferences and events, including Los Angeles Brewery ArtWalk, TEDxUSC, Opportunity Green Conference, Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), BIL, TEDActive [Q1-2010], Los Angeles Hammer Museum [Q1-2010], Sundance Film Festival[Q1-2010], and the Koshland Museum of Science [Q2-2010].

Eric is a born entertainer: a circus performer with Cirque Berzerk (http://cirqueberzerk.com) and performer with The Mutaytor (http://mutaytor.com).  He placed in the top 10 in the world at the 2009 International Whistling Competition in Louisburg N.C.
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